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 The DFO (Dairy Farmers of Ontario) wants fall milk every year.  And every year, milk cows pay 

the price of a hot summer and rapidly changing feeds as silos are filled and refilled.  Maintaining milk 

production and butterfat test are difficult under these conditions.  The rumen does not adapt to forage 

changes quickly.   

 During the summer months dry cows are subjected to the same heat and feed issues.  More 

often than not, dry cows are not cared for to the same degree as milk cows.   Ventilation systems and 

sprinkler systems seldom include dry cow areas.  Dry cows dry matter intakes (DMI) suffer, pre calving 

weight loss occurs, and this group, calving in the fall, milks less than those calving in any other season. 

 One management practice that can help both milk cows and dry cows is to feed fermented corn 

silage year round.  That means harvesting a 15 month inventory the first year to ensure adequate supply 

for next fall.  This plan, of course, would have been best started at planting last spring in order to supply 

this extra need.  The 3 months surplus needs to be stored somewhere by itself. 

 

 The reasons for avoiding feeding green corn silage are as follows: 

1) Green corn is very hard on the rumen of the cow and it takes time for the rumen bacteria to 

adjust and digest properly.   The problem is that as the corn silage ferments, the forage makes a moving 

target for bacteria adaptation.  This continues on past the Christmas season (3 months). 

2) Starch digestibility changes also.  It is lowest after ensiling and improves with time at a rate of 

about 2-3% points per month.  Therefore it takes more corn silage to provide the same energy in the fall 

as it does in the spring time.  Starch digestibility in corn silage can change by 15 points, from 55% to 70% 

and throughout the fall and winter.  This can affect rations significantly. 

   

 The benefits of continuously fed fermented corn silage are diets that have more forage, and less 

grains since there is more energy provided by corn silage.   The other huge benefit is a diet that 

essentially doesn’t change year round.  Boring for us, fantastic for cows. 
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 Storage facilities for the extra inventory of corn silage are always a big issue.  Ag bags have been 

used with variable success due to holes in the plastic caused by various sources.  (including wildlife and 

children) 

 Increasing bunker or upright silo inventory is expensive but possible.  Drive over piles can work 

well if a good pad is prepared.  The base of the pad can be concrete or asphalt.  The Miner Institute in 

Chazy, New York has used hot mix asphalt in it’s bunkers for 20 years.  If properly prepared they 

certainly can last a long time.  Asphalt should be looked at as an alternative floor surface for piles or 

bunkers.  Drive over piles need to be well packed and fed out properly in order that the silage stays fresh 

on the bunk face.  A great site to read more about ground preparation and asphalt for bunkers can be 

found at  www.asphaltroads.org/images/documents (Index of images/documents pages will come up).  

Go about half way down the list and choose HMA for silage floors and feeding bunkers.    

 Finally, there has been much written of late about shredlage for corn silage.  From everything 

I’ve read it appears to be “the real deal”.  It is processed at 26-30mm which is longer than regular 

processed corn silage and the shredlage unit has rolls that tear the stalks and crush kernels.  This 

ensures that the grain in silage is digested and less ends up in the manure.  The product looks coarser 

but the kernel processing is better than regular processed corn silage. 

 The milk production response at feed trials and on farms in the United States has been 

anywhere from 0.5-2.5 kg increase per cow per day depending on cow comfort,  amount of corn fed in 

the diet and the diets in general. 

 Cow diets with shredlage can utilize more corn silage on the forage base since it is more 

digestible and provides more effective fibre.  We should see first hand results this year as shredlage 

units become available for custom work in Eastern Ontario. 

ZOETIS PRODUCER LOYALTY PROGRAM (PLP) 

The PLP program will pay back cash rewards for usage of Zoetis products. 
Full details can be found on their website 

www.plp-cattle.ca 
 

FRESH START PROGRAM 

You qualify for the Fresh Start Program if you 
1)  Vaccinate your herd with Enviricor J-5 

2)  Use Zoetis dry cow products – Novodry or Spectramast DC 
3)  Use Orbeseal 

The program will pay for milk cultures of clinical mastitis cases in the 1st-60 days fresh and if E.coli is 
cultured.  You will receive  $100.00 
Look for full details on our website 

www.navanvetservices.com/client-programs 

http://www.asphaltroads.org/images/documents


 
 


